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By PIONEERS missionaries

’ Lebanon Last Sunday Zohrab, an Armenian believer,

came to the Sunday worship service and
brought a friend with him named Mah-
moud. He said, “Zohrab gave me a Bible
which | read. | have read many books and
heard of many faiths before, but after read-
ing the Bible | choose Jesus.” | asked how
he came to that conclusion, and he told
me that he's from a Kurdish area on the
border between Turkey and Syria. Growing
up, some friends told him about Jesus, but
he didn’t know enough at that time. When
Zohrab gave him the Bible, he was eager to
know what it says. | explained the gospel
and told him that Jesus is both God and man. He asked some clarifying questions
about the person of Christ and then we prayed.

Later, outside the meeting, someone asked Mahmoud how he felt about his
decision. He replied, “I am a machinist, and at the end of the day | come home
covered with grease. | take a shower and feel clean. Right now, | feel clean, like
Jesus gave me a bath.”

 Senegal |

Sitting on the floor in a circle, my heart was greatly moved
by the scene before me. Two transformed men—one Wolof
and one Serer—were preparing and administering the Lord’s
Supper to us, a group of missionaries and other Senegalese
believers.

There are more than 4 million Wolof people, less than one
percent of whom are believers. Of the 116,000 Serer, less
than one percent are evangelical.

Egypt

; As a result of the Streams in the

Desert conference, we received
commitments from more than 81
people to be tentmakers in other
Arab countries. Approximately 107
others committed to reach out to
isolated people groups who live in
Egypt (refugees from Sudan, Ethio-
pia, Somalia, Irag, the Kurds, and
other ethnic groups like the Nubi-
ans and Bedouins). We had a good
number of church leaders from
different denominations who com-
mitted themselves to support the
movement.

Continued on page 8




RELIEF BPDATE

In the wake of Myanmar's May 1-2 cyclone, there
are 146,000 dead, 56,000 missing, and 2.5 million in
desperate need of food, water and shelter. PIONEERS
worked in partnership with a local organization to
provide rice to victims and reconstruct an orphan-
age destroyed by the storm. A total of $11,675 was
given to PIONEERS to assist in these relief efforts.

In addition, PIONEERS teams rescued people from
the rubble of China’'s May 12 earthquake and min-
istered to refugees. The tragedy took the lives of
nearly 70,000 people and displaced more than
15 million. PIONEERS received $46,774 to assist in l
showing the love of Christ to the Sichuan province.

First-hand accounts from field personnel during the crisis:

“Pioneers teams have been working in that part of China for some time and have many relationships in the
effected area. They have devoted years to language and cultural study and are in a unique position to serve those
in need. Please be in prayer for these teams—some of them are going without food or rest in order to care for the
catastrophic needs around them.”

“My husband called saying that they need him (a doctor who is able to hike for three days and speak Chinese) to
go with a special rescue team to some villages in the mountains... His team stayed at a refuge camp with about
2,000 people. He was able to help the medical team in the camp, and they also did a good job ministering to the
children. (Even in the middle of the night, there were kids knocking on their tent wanting to play with them.) The
camp is located between two dams: one above them and one below them. If the above one breaks, the camp
would be flooded; if the one below them breaks, they would be trapped.”

“One of the most exciting things we are seeing happening right now is the mobilization of the Chinese church to
help the victims. Much of the work foreigners did in the inmediate aftermath is gradually being handed over to
Chinese brothers and sisters to continue. While our hearts yearn to be face to face with the suffering, to comfort
them and bring a little mercy as we can, we recognize that the Chinese church is much better equipped to do
this— besides the obvious language element, they have access to many places foreign faces can't get. One of the
greatest needs of the victims at this time is emotional support. In the past week more than 500 Chinese believers
have gone through a basic training in how to provide psychological care to disaster victims. We haven't called
it ‘counseling training,” as you can't learn to be a counselor in a few hours, but they have been talked through
basic stages of grief and shock and how to help victims share their pain in a way that will facilitate recovery. It is
our prayer that by helping provide a forum to begin to process their grief, they will gain a bridge to a healthy future,
to recovery from their immense loss and one day be able to find joy and peace again.”

For more pictures and first-hand accounts from PioNEErs missionaries in the earthquake
zone, visit www.movefurther.org, the PionEERs-UsA blog.




GOD IS BRINGING GROWTH:
A ‘MOVE FURTHER STATUS REPORT

by Steve Richardson, PioNEERS-USA President

Any builder knows that a house is only as good
as its foundation. In a very real sense, our 1,100
U.S. missionaries (not to mention many from oth-
er countries) rely on the “foundation” of critical
recruitment, training and member care services
provided from our campus in Orlando. Without
this foundation, their work wouldn't be possible.

In December last year we shared with you that
our office and training spaces are no longer ad-
equate for carrying out our responsibilities to our
missionaries and partners. We added temporary
portable office space several years ago, but have
outgrown these as well. Recently, the one re-
maining conference room next to my office was
divided into cubicles.

The long-term solution for our growth is the con-
struction of the Ted Fletcher Ministry Center, a
36,000 square-foot facility that includes 100 ad-
ditional office spaces and a conference and din-
ing area for multiple training events. Architectur-
al work is nearing completion. This facility will
position PioNEErRs for many more years of rapid
global expansion.

Rejoice with us—the Lord has brought in
$785,000 in cash and commitments for this
crucial project, to date. We are grateful for this
response during recent months. We are off to a
great start, and are looking forward to God’s con-
tinued provision.

“Deep relationships and bonds
of mutual trust, which are so
crucial in our decentralized
model of ministry, are often
forged in the early stages of
the candidate process through
interaction with the staff in
Orlando. The Orlando cam-
pus provides a vital link in the
preparation and orientation of
new laborers, and events held
there are often life-changing,
milestone events for those be-
ing sent out by PIONEERS.”

—Eric Peters,
PIONEERS regional leader

“Our dream is that the new fa-
cility will be a place of spiritual
power where lives are trans-
formed by the living God even
as we yearn to see this happen
among the nations.”

—John Love Fain,
PIONEERS regional leader

Would you prayerfully consider investing in “the foundation” with us? There is
no better way to help recruit, train and support the next generation of God’s

“world changers” for the unreached peoples.

To give to this important effort, mark the appropriate box on the enclosed envelope (#150691)

or select Ted Fletcher Ministry Center on the drop-down menu at www.pioneers.org/give.



Global Glimpses Continued

- A young university student, Mu-
Asia hammad, made the big decision to
become a disciple of the Messiah two days ago!
The previous night | sat and talked with him about
what it means to be a follower of Jesus, and | felt he
had a solid understanding of key topics such as the
necessity of grace. The next morning we got a text
message from a short-termer named James that he
had prayed with Muhammad to receive the Messiah
as Savior. Last night when this new brother came
over, Peter and Josh discussed how he could begin
to share his new faith with his family and friends. He
will be studying a basic discipleship course over the
next month, so please pray with us that he would
know the Spirit’s presence in his life and be protect-
ed from Satan’s attacks. Many people worked to-
gether with Muhammad in this process: short-term
English teachers initially befriended him, Peter and
Josh met with him for investigative Bible studies, and he made the decision with
another short-termer. One plants, another waters and another reaps.

Thailand The Evangelical Fellowsh'ip. of Thai-
land (EFT) is one of four religious orga-
nizations recognized by the government of Thailand. Serving
as a liaison between mission organizations and Thailand’s
Department of Religious Affairs, it assists in granting mis-
sionary visas. The EFT recently made it possible for newer
mission organizations such as PIONEERS to register as legal
religious entities. Taking advantage of this opportunity not
only assists PIONEERS in granting more missionary visas, but
it equips us to send Thai missionaries out to other parts of
the world. One PIONEERS leader writes, “Traditionally, the Thai church has been
content to build its own ‘kingdom.” With the registration of PIONEERS in Thailand,
a number of church-planting teams will have the ability to foster the vision of
Thais reaching Thais—and beyond!”

To invest and see Thais impact the nations, visit www.pioneers.org/give.

- One in four pregnan-
Slovenia cies in Slovenia ends
in abortion. Thousands of men and women
there suffer from post-abortion syndrome.
A PIONEERS missionary couple and a team of
national believers seeks to establish the first
pregnancy care center in the nation, offer-
ing support and a positive solution through
the compassionate truth of Scripture.

PIONEERS’ strategy in Slovenia is to reach young people who are concentrated
in large population centers for schooling. Pregnancy centers tend to have a high
percentage of student clientele. As these youth embrace the gospel, they will
likely spread it to their home communities throughout the country.

The center also hopes to reach older generations by helping to bring healing to
those who have experienced abortion. This will bring restoration between the
generations. As young and old alike learn about the gospel, this will lead to Bible
studies and eventually churches in a country where less than one percent of the
population is evangelical Christian.

To help Slovenia come to Christ through its first pregnancy care center, visit
www.pioneers.org/give.



- Meet Ta lan. This man had
Cambodia | | ' . jedicated Buddhist
monk for 10 years and was very learned in the Buddhist
ways. He began to come to one of our evangelistic Bible
studies that met near his home. Although he listened
well, after each lesson he would say, “This is good, just
like Buddhism.” We believe he said this to keep himself
and the others from turning from Buddha to Christ.

Nearly a year later, God got a hold of Ta lan’s life. Today
the believers of his village meet to worship in his home. Nearly every Sunday, Ta
lan testifies to how Christ has changed his life and his thinking. He says Jesus
is the only Savior and he now refuses to go to the Buddhist temple. Although
most of his children are not yet believers, Ta lan has instructed them to give him
a Christian funeral. The funeral is the most elevated Buddhist tradition that must
be followed in order for a person to reincarnate well. His stand against this tradi-
tion is one of the strongest statements of faith in Christ that a Khmer can make.

China Tanya's mother agreed to take down the ancestral altar! Whil_e
we prayed, Tanya and her parents scraped the names of their
ancestors from the wall and removed all the idolatrous objects from the room
that had been given to demons. This
was a courageous break from millennia
of animistic traditions. Many fearfully
try to manipulate the spirit world by ap-
peasing the ancestors. This family was
in faith breaking free to entrust their
protection and provision to the sover-
eign goodness of the one true God.

A few days later, the family hung a
painting of Jesus and two scrolls with
portions of Psalm 23 on them where
the idols once stood. A local brother
then led worship in the room. We praise
God for freeing this family from dark-
ness and pray they would reflect His
light to the other villagers.

India “When you prayed for her about her sickness, she got well. Now
she wants you to pray that she will have a baby.” — Suzie, talking
about her sister-in-law

“The depression is gone now. | started reading the Bible you had given me.”
— Mama Ray

“| like this way of Jesus that you are talking about. Please come back [and tell us
morel.” — Mrs. Williams

“My wife wonders why | want to see this movie about Jesus, but | say, ‘Why
not?’ Let’s see what there is to know about Him.” — Gary

These are just a few of the things we have heard from people in the last week.
Just when we feel things were moving painfully slow and even questioning our
usefulness here, God fuels our spirits with these kinds of responses from close
friends.



WHAT IS STORY'087?

Come hear Pioneers missionaries —just in from around the world.

Story’08 is a mission conference sponsored by Pioneers-usa. Held on the campus of The Master’s House
in Orlando, Florida, Story'08 is an event that will connect you with the least-reached people on the planet,
by giving you a first-hand glimpse of the global needs, joining you with others who share your passions
and helping you discover the next step to glorifying God among the nations.

Creative, unpredictable, entrepreneurial, unconventional? If those words
describe you, you may be well-suited to answer the casting call for a drama
that God has been writing for 6,000 years. The risks are high, but the re-
wards are unlimited. Whatever stage you are at on your life journey, you
will come away from Story'08 with tools for making connections with the
unreached.

Story'08 is not a sales pitch for Pioneers. Qur desire is to help you discover

where your gifts and talents, passions and desires fit in with the com-

pletion of the Great Commission. At Story’08, you will be given practi-
cal tools for taking the next step—whether it be prayer, short-term
ministry, giving, reaching immigrants or a lifetime commitment.

Ever go to a worship conference that ended up being a concert? A
relationship seminar that turned into a venue for speed dating? A
missions conference that left you feeling guilty for spending $10 on
a movie ticket because of the “starving kids in China.” Been
there. Done that.

L“f: Story’08 is not a concert, a job fair or an oppor-
tunity to rub shoulders with Christian celebri-
ties ... not that there’s anything wrong with
that. Story'08 is about giving you the tools
and insight to take the next step in con-
necting your gifts, talents and passions
with God's purpose for glorifying Himself

among the unreached.
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Come to Story'08 to learn, worship, pray
for the unreached, meet frontline mis-
sionaries and connect with others.
Come away with a clearer vision of
how you fit into God's global drama—
and come away inspired to play your part.

Discoveg Jow Roug
N Gob'S GLloRal Dramé-.
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Dec. 28th - Dec. 315t | Orlando, Florida
S)PIONEERS 1-800-755-7284
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J.R. Meydan, a Pioneers worker

South Asia

In late 1999, we moved to a predominantly Muslim country. Just like four other
families on our team, we spent our first year under the roof of a Muslim family
who accepted us as one of their own. We spent a few more years in a joint hous-
ing situation with two other Muslim families. Throughout the years our team has
had the incredible privilege to know a number of Muslims who have decided to
follow /sa al Masih (Jesus the Messiah) and who are growing in their faith.

In one particular village area, a few Muslim-back- ¥
ground families have trusted Jesus. For over a year, '
two of the women on our team have regularly trav-
eled to this area to study God’s Word with the la-
dies. In mid-January after their regular visit, some
members of an extremist Muslim political party con-
fronted them. “Where do you live? Show us what
you have in your bags. What are you doing here?”
Our teammates were able to get away, but as they
left the neighborhood, one of the men followed after
them on a motorcycle, publicly denouncing them
and shouting, “If you come back here again, we will
cut off your hands and your feet.”

Frankly, we don’t like sharing this story with you,
because we know that you are more likely to re-
member this frightening story than the facts found
in the first paragraph which more accurately portray
our everyday life here. And a story like this is likely
to reflect negatively on the majority of the Muslims
around us who welcome us with open arms, are in-
terested to speak about faith issues when they see
us living godly lives, and who would themselves de-
fend us against extremists.

Of course, there are many good reasons to go ahead and share the story. After all,
if you remember the story, you might also remember to pray for the team here and
for these new believers. And of course we always want you to pray, because God'’s
people in this land face many challenges.

But there is another reason we share this story. Recently we were challenged by
someone to read through the gospels and see how and when our Lord Jesus spe-
cifically told us to pray. There are roughly four times recorded in the Gospels when
Jesus turned to his disciples and commanded them to pray for something.

We share this story of persecution because of the first recorded time that Jesus
commanded His disciples to pray. What/who are we supposed to pray for? “Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matthew 5:44), or as record-
ed in Luke, “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you" (6:28).

So, please, if you remember the story of an angry Muslim threatening to cut off
the hands and feet of two women who regularly make a long, bumpy journey to
share the gospel, this time do not pray for the two women or for the believers who
must live under that kind of oppression. Rather, pray for the angry Muslim who in
his religious zeal believes it is right to maim or kill those who follow Jesus. Who
knows? Maybe in answer to our prayers he will someday be like the Apostle Paul
among his people.





